Over Brook Academy

60 Austin Avenue
(Municipal Government Center)




Facts about the Campus
What We Know About Overbrook Academy

 The property is located at 60 Austin Avenue in Smithfield and consists of approximately 43.5
acres.

e The main building is approximately 87,000 square feet and is three stories tall.

e The original building dates to approximately 1945.

¢ The site has been used for educational purposes for many decades.

¢« Priorto being known as Overbrook Academy, the property was associated with the former St.
Aloysius facility and later Mater Ecclesiae College.

e Most recently, the property was used by Overbrook Academy, a private Catholic school.

¢« Overbrook Academy served middle and high school-aged students and operated on the site for a
number of years.

# The Town of Smithfield recently purchased the property.

General Information

e  Address: 60 Austin Ave, Greenville, RI 02828
e  Municipality: Smithfield (Greenville village)

e County: Providence County

* Property Type: Institutional / Campus Facility
« Most Recent Use: Private boarding school
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Historic Uses

The property has a long history of institutional and religious use, with continuity in campus-style

occupancy;

1. Seminary / Religious Training Facility (Mid-20th Century)

* Originally developed and used as a Catholic seminary and religious training center
»  Served as a residence and education site for clergy formation
+ Buildings and layout reflect dormitory-style and communal institutional design

2. Betreat / RBeligious Campus Use

*  Transitioned over time to broader religious and retreat-oriented uses

* Likely utilized for:
o Spiritual retreats

o Religious education programs

o Group residential events

3. Educational Use (Modern Era)

= (Converted to a private boarding school campus

= Continued institutional use preserved the original layout and structures
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What is the Overbrook Campus Doing?

1) We are aware of people using the walking trails.

2) We are aware of people visiting the property just enjoying the scenic woods and quiet nature
of the property.

3) Smithfield Police Department and Fire Department have used the main building for active
shooter training.

4) Our K-9 officer has been using the main building for K-9 training along with other Rl police
departments.

5) We let the Municipal Police Academy use the main building for cadet training.

6) We have set up a room in the basement of the main building for Town records storage. We
have been moving our archive records to that room.



What our we doing at the Campus?

buildings.

 The energy study will be provided to the Rl Infrastructure Bank for funding
opportunities.

 We have Rl Analytical doing a study of the roof to determine the materials involved
since the roof dates back to the 1940’s. This is part of the planning for future
replacement.

* QOur IT Director has established a wireless internet connection so we can install security
measures.

* Our DPW/Parks Department is maintaining the property.

* We have asked our Department Managers to put together a needs assessment to
move their offices to Overbrook.
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Next Steps - Planning

* We are working with Aharonian & Associates Architects to develop
floor layouts of the main building.

* The architect will work with us to identity spaces in the main
building for our Town offices.

 The team working on the project is putting together a presentation
for the Town Council regarding space needed for municipal use and
space available for lease.

* |dentify grant opportunities to fund the campus needs, upgrading
HVAC systems, computer and internet wiring, etc.
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Inquiries

We have had some general inquiries to lease:
» Parts of the main building
»The school building

»The gymnasium in the main building — A chorus band for practice; a dance
studio for dance practice; and a basketball training instructor

**We have two inquiries to lease that | am waiting a verification that they are
committed. | expect to hear shortly, at which time the discussion will take place

with Town Council.
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|deas Received for the Overbrook Campus

Overbrook Academy — Suggestions Received from the Public
Date:5/24/26 0000020

Town Council offices
Town Hall relocation
. School Department relocation
Rental to YMCA
Additional elementary school
Library to replace Greenville
. Municipal Court
. Private pool club (like Cumberland)
Indoor pool for schools or clubs to rent

Rehab sports fields for rentals
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|deas Received for the Overbrook Campus

« Build a stadium
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. Walking trails to connect

. Farmers market, festivals

. Indoor farmers market like providence
. Low-income housing

. Childcare partnership

. Relocation of Smithfield kindergarten classrooms to open up
Elementary space

. Partnership with URI, CCRI, Bryant, etc., for training/night
classes

. Elderly housing

. Micro retail spaces
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|deas Received for the Overbrook Campus

. Food hall (take out, Fanuel Hall, etc.)

. Add solar panels to roof when its redone
Corporate retreats/ conference space
Autism Center

. Work from home share workspace hub

. Centralize public works and facilities

Town run recreation complex

I would love to see consideration given to the possibility of creating an
accessible playground and park space for families in our community.

6/24/2026 15




|deas Received for the Overbrook Campus

REVENUE STREAM:

6/24/2026

1. We need a revenue stream NOW. | think immediate steps need to be
taken to lease space in the school building and library building.

2. This isn't my area of expertise, but it looks like a piece of 60 Austin Ave
(opposite 65 Austin Avenue) could become a residential lot and sold. | can
only imagine what a house lot on Austin Avenue would go for $55SS.

3. Third Floor: A limited number of large, "high-end" studio apartments
(Rental Income)

16




e FIRST FLOOR:
1. New Town Hall/Council Chambers with conference
rooms and space permitting Municipal Court space.

e SECOND FLOOR:
1. New School Administration Building with conference

rooms and space for training.

e BASEMENT:
1. Town Hall storage
2. School Administration storage and School Facility
Maintenance offices/space

e PROPERTY:
1. YMCA Facility, if appropriate
2. Recreational Field, based on the Town's needs (Softball?
Lacrosse?)

Make the main building a new High School.
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Other Ideas?




Questions?




