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Information on Ownership Name Updates

To maintain better consistency within our property data, some ownership naming has been
slightly modified. One of our duties in the Assessor’s Office is to ensure the bills are mailed
to the correct owner and address. While the office maintains owner information in our
database, the recorded deed is the legal document which establishes ownership. The
Assessor’s Office reviews all recorded deeds and other pertinent documents regularly and
makes necessary ownership updates to our property database. We also process address
change requests, as well as review returned mail from tax billing, to maintain the most
accurate information.

Recently, we’ve noticed some archaic and inconsistent wording used on ownership. Some
examples are “ET UX” (and wife) and “ET VIR” (and husband). These terms are no longer
relevant in this day and age. We replaced these terms with the actual names of both
spouses. Another example is “ET ALS” which is an incorrect version of “ET AL” (and others).
When a property is owned by more than two people, we will use the first name listed on the
deed with the “ET AL” suffix, which indicates that there are other owners. This is due to the
structure of the database in which there are only two fields for owners. Additionally, we
combined spouses into onefield in cases where each person was listed as a separate owner.
Lastly, we made some changes to properties with life estates. When an owner deeds to
another person and retains a life estate, they will be listed with a “LE” after their name. In
the past, the remainderman was moved to the owner’s name; however, this is not a true
representation of the ownership. It also causes problems with mailing, as the life estate
owner still needs to receive the tax bill.

Please note, these updates do NOT in any way affect legal ownership of the property. Itis
simply to have better consistency in the database, which helps with searching and reporting.
If you feel that there are any inaccuracies in the owner name on your property, please reach
out and we will investigate to ensure we get it corrected.
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